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information. The Chinese government recog-
nizes that ideas have consequence and they 
go to great lengths to restrict Chinese citizens’ 
access to information through the ‘‘Great Fire-
wall’’ which censors so-called ‘‘offensive’’ 
speech. 

It is estimated that China employs between 
30,000 and 50,000 special Internet police. 
These police were notably active in the after-
math of the ‘‘Arab Spring’’ as the government 
blocked Internet search requests for key 
words like ‘‘Egypt’’ and ‘‘Jasmine.’’ 

As far back as 2008, Amnesty International 
rightly noted that ‘‘In China the Internet has 
become a new frontier in the fight for human 
rights.’’ 

And yet the Obama Administration has paid 
mere lip-service to Internet freedom boasting 
in speeches of the priority it places on the 
issue when in fact nearly all of the money 
they’ve spent on Internet circumvention has 
been as a result of congressionally-mandated 
funding targeting closed societies and the 
State Department has actually sought to redi-
rect the funding toward less threatening re-
search initiatives as opposed to actual hard- 
hitting circumvention which poses a real threat 
to authoritarian regimes. 

This is not surprising given that this admin-
istration seems less concerned with bringing 
about reform and change on the part of the 
Chinese government than it does with embrac-
ing the current leadership. 

On January 19, 2011, I spoke at a Capitol 
Hill press conference regarding the visit of 
then-Chinese president Hu Jintao to the U.S. 
in which I strongly criticized the administration 
for granting the Chinese president the distinc-
tion of an official state dinner—something 
which had not happened for 13 years—given 
that the regime had done nothing to deserve 
such an honor. 

We were joined at the press conference by 
the wife of Gao Zhisheng. Gao is one of the 
most respected human rights lawyers in 
China. He has defended activists and religious 
minorities and documented human rights 
abuses in China, including a number of high- 
profile human rights cases, involving Chris-
tians in Xinjiang and Falun Gong practitioners. 
He has been disbarred and subjected to 
forced disappearance, torture, illegal house ar-
rest and detention as a result of his work. Cur-
rently he is imprisoned in Shaya County Pris-
on in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region 
in northwest China, after being incarcerated in 
December 2011 for allegedly violating the con-
ditions of his suspended three-year sentence. 
Prior to this, his whereabouts had been un-
known for almost 20 months. He has been tor-
tured repeatedly since 2006 and continues to 
be at high risk of further torture. Nearly eight 
months ago his older brother was able to visit 
him in prison. Prior to that it had been nine 
months since anyone had had confirmation he 
was even alive. He has not been seen or 
heard from since. 

I have ‘‘adopted’’ Gao as part of a recently 
launched initiative, the Defending Freedoms 
Project, led by the Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission which seeks to draw attention to 
the plight of persecuted prisoners of con-
science and I am committed to pressing for 
his release and ultimately his freedom. 

Gao is but one of many high profile dis-
sidents presently languishing in prison. In De-
cember 2009, the government sentenced 
human rights and democracy activist Liu 

Xiaobo to 11 years in prison due to his in-
volvement in drafting Charter ’08, a historic 
manifesto advocating for democracy and a 
greater respect for human rights in China. 
Liu’s courage was recognized by the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee when they awarded 
him the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. However, 
the award ceremony was held with an empty 
chair as a solemn reminder that the 2010 
Nobel Laureate remains behind bars. 

Many have predicted that the 21st century 
will be the Chinese century, but absent dra-
matic reform at the heart of the Chinese gov-
ernment, such Chinese ascendancy is deeply 
problematic and America must be clear-eyed 
about its implications. 

This administration has been anything but. 
Last year, Chinese dissident Yu Jie wrote 

an unsettling piece in the Washington Post 
where he stated, ‘‘China is a far greater threat 
than the former Soviet Union ever was,’’ and 
‘‘unfortunately, the West lacks visionary politi-
cians, such as Ronald Reagan, to stand up to 
this threat.’’ 

While this administration and this president 
lack vision, the Chinese people do not. 

Before President Obama’s recent meeting 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, I joined a 
leading group of human rights organizations 
and activists in pressing him to raise the fate 
of a group of Chinese prisoners of conscience 
dubbed the ‘‘China 16,’’ and to call for their 
immediate and unconditional release. Each 
has suffered for courageously challenging ‘‘the 
status quo at great cost and peril to them-
selves and their families.’’ 

As is characteristic, their names were never 
publicly uttered by the president. And we can 
only guess what happened privately. 

Are their names being raised this week in 
Kunming, China? Are they being quietly whis-
pered in closed door meetings? Will a single 
person’s life change for the better as a result 
of the human rights dialogue? 

Today, in China, there are men and women 
whose names we do not yet know but who 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the likes of 
Sharansky and Solzhenitsyn and other famed 
dissidents throughout history who have dared 
to question the tyranny which enslaved them. 

Does the Obama Administration stand with 
them? 
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask for the House’s attention 
today to recognize Lillia Aline Harris who will 
celebrate her 90th birthday on August 28th. 

Lillia Aline Harris was born to Chester and 
Estella Warren on August 28, 1923. She was 
the firstborn of six children, and had three sis-
ters and two brothers. Mrs. Harris worked on 
her parents’ farm while still attending school. 
She graduated from Heflin High School in 
1942. 

In May of 1945, Aline married Robert Free-
man Harris. Together, Aline and Robert had 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and 20 great-grand-
children. 

Aline has been an active member of 
Coldwater United Methodist Church for over 
60 years. She is a loving mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, and all who know her 
speak of her kindness. 

Mr. Speaker, please join Mrs. Harris’s fam-
ily, friends, and myself in wishing Aline a 
Happy Birthday. 
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Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, for the past 48 years, 
Medicare has provided seniors and the dis-
abled with the quality health care, economic 
security and peace of mind they deserve. Be-
cause of Medicare, millions of Americans have 
been able to grow old with respect and dignity 
instead of mounting medical debt and uncer-
tainty. 

Let’s not forget: Medicare is a family benefit. 
As a caregiver for my mother, I know firsthand 
just how important this benefit is to families all 
over New Mexico and America. Without Medi-
care, my mother would not be able to get the 
health care she needs, and there is absolutely 
no way I would be able to take care of her. 
Medicare has always been personal to me. It’s 
personal to this day. 

This week, House Republicans will vote for 
the 40th time to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. Every vote to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act is a vote to undermine Medicare. The Af-
fordable Care Act has already strengthened 
Medicare and saved seniors money by elimi-
nating co-pays for preventive care services, 
closing the prescription drug ‘donut hole’ and 
extending the life of the Medicare Trust Fund 
by nearly a decade. 

Mr. Speaker, on this day and every day, we 
must remain committed to protecting and 
strengthening Medicare for today’s seniors 
and for future generations. 

f 

HONORING AMBASSADOR LINDY 
BOGGS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the life and legacy 
of Ambassador Lindy Boggs. I was profoundly 
saddened to learn of her recent passing. Am-
bassador Boggs was deeply respected for her 
civility, dignity, and political acumen by those 
across the political spectrum. 

A nine-term Member of Congress and 
champion of women’s rights, Congresswoman 
Boggs spent much of her time working for civil 
rights and to address poverty. She and her 
husband, Congressman Hale Boggs, wel-
comed civil rights activists into their New Orle-
ans. I personally worked with Congresswoman 
Boggs on the successful Head Start program 
when she was a Member of the House of 
Representatives. I am pleased to recall that I 
was in consultation with her back when she 
was working on her Head Start legislation. 
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